
 

 
 

Progression in Reading – Early Years to Year 5 
 

Purpose of Study 
 
Broadway First School’s teaching of English is based upon a Talk for Writing approach. This ensures that children look at a wide range of genres using high quality texts and are able to respond to them appropriately, building on 
the phonics knowledge acquired in Key Stage 1. We also use ‘Reading Gems’ to develop children’s wider reading skills. These are:  
 
Key Stage 1: Enjoy, Decode, Define, Retrieve, Sequence, Infer and Predict. 
 
Key Stage 2: Enjoy, Decode, Define, Retrieve, Summarize, Infer, Predict Relate, Explore and Compare.  
 
Phonics 
 
We follow the Read Write Inc approach to teaching phonics for children entering the school in Class 1 Reception through to Year 1 when they sit the national statutory assessment. The approach is also used with older children in 
order to close gaps and enable them to reach the required standard on an individual needs basis.  
 
 
Aims 

 

The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2 consist of 2 dimensions: 

 word reading 

 comprehension (both listening and reading) 

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of teaching are needed for each. 

Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on 
the page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (ie unskilled readers) when they start school. 

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, 
as well as from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world they live in, 
to establish an appreciation and love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday speech. 
Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a treasure house of wonder and joy for curious young minds. 

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education. 

Attainment targets 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study 

 
 



 
 

  
EYFS 

 

 
Year 1 

 
Year 2 

 
Year 3 

 
Year 4 

 
Year 5 

Decoding/ 
Fluency 

Join in with well-known 
or repeated phrases in 
stories which are read 
to them. 
 
Decoded and blend CvC 
and then CCVC words. 

Children read confidently by 
decoding using the sounds they 
have been taught so far. They 
have a growing number of words 
they can read automatically. 

Children can read at a speed of 90 
words per minute. 
Children develop expression when 
reading aloud, particularly where 
characters are speaking in a story. 

Fluency is developed by choral 
reading in Whole class reading and 
echo reading in small groups where 
needed. 

Children can read silently and aloud, 
reading fluently enough to gain the 
meaning from the text, re-reading 
where necessary. Children can use 
expression confidently when 
reading aloud. 

Children can read silently, they recognise 
words automatically and group words 
quickly to help them gain meaning from 
what they read. Fluent readers read aloud 
effortlessly and with expression. Their 
reading sounds natural, as if they are 
speaking. 

Retrieval Children can answer simple 
recall questions about stories 
without pictures or prompts. 

Children can answer questions 
about what has just happened in 
a story. 

Children can explain their 
understanding of independent reading 
by answering simple questions about 
what they have just read. 

Children begin to learn the skill 
of ‘skim and scan’ to retrieve 
details. 
Children begin to use 
quotations from the text. 

Children confidently skim and scan 
texts to record details, using relevant 
quotes to support their answers to 
questions. 

Children confidently skim and scan, and also 
use the skill of reading before and after to 
retrieve information. They use evidence from 
across larger 
sections of text. 

Prediction Makes suggestions about 
what might happen next or 
how a story might end 
based on events so far. 
Innovate stories through role 
play and small world play. 

Children make simple predictions 
based on the story and on their 
own life experience. They can 
begin to explain these ideas 
verbally or though pictures. 
Adults might scribe their ideas. 

Children make predictions using their 
own knowledge as well as what has 
happened so far to make logical 
predictions and give explanations of 
them. 

Children use relevant prior 
knowledge to make predictions and 
justify them. They are taught the 
skill of using details from the text to 
form further predictions. 

Children use relevant prior knowledge 
as well as details from the text to form 
predictions and to justify them. They 
are taught to monitor these 
predictions and compare 
them with the text as they read on. 

Predictions are supported by relevant 
evidence from the text. Children confirm 
and modify predictions as they read on. 

Inference Children can infer meaning 
about characters’ feelings 
using pictures and verbally 
link these to their own 
experience. 

Children make inferences about 
characters’ feelings using what 
they say and so to infer basic 
points with direct reference to 
the pictures and words in the 
text. 

Children make inferences about 
characters’ feelings using what 
they say and so to infer basic 
points and begin, with support to 
pick up on more subtle references. 

Children can infer characters’ 
feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their stated actions. They begin to 
justify them by referencing a specific 
point in the text. 

Children can infer characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their stated 
actions. They will consolidate the skill 
of justifying them using a specific 
reference point in the text. 

Children can infer characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives, giving one or two 
pieces of evidence to support the point they 
are making. They begin to draw evidence 
from more than 
one place across a text. 

Questioning With support, children 
can generate simple 
questions using who, 
when, what, how and 
why. 

Children can generate literal 
recall questions. They are 
taught how to ask questions 
before, during and after 
reading. 

Children generate literacy recall 
questions of their own which go with 
the text they are reading before, 
during and after reading. Children 
can use their own question words 
and begin to be able to change their 
questions as they progress through 
the text 

Children generate a variety of 
questions – recall and inferential to 
help them understand the text 
further. 

 
Introduce the idea of ‘story 
themes’ 

 
Love, friendship, revenge, learn a 
lesson, good vs evil etc. 

Children generate a variety of 
questions – recall and inferential and 
questions about the deeper meaning of 
a text to help them understand the 
text further. 

 
Develop the idea of story 
themes. 

 
Courage, overcoming obstacles etc. 

Children actively generate a variety of 
questions to focus the reading and adjust 
questions in light of evidence from the text. 
Adults model the use of critical thinking 
skills that take the discussion deeper and 
beyond the text. 

Summarising Children recall and order 
key events from the text. 
They use a story line or 
narrative in their role play 
and small world play. 

Children retell and order events 
from the text. They begin to 
discuss how events are linked. 

Children retell and order events from 
the text. They begin to discuss how 
events are linked. They are able to 
focus on the main content of the 
story. 

Children begin to distinguish between 
the important and less important 
information in a text. They are able to 
give a brief verbal summary of. 
Teachers begin to model how to 
record 
summary writing. 

Children use skills developed in year 3 
and are able to write a brief summary 
of main points, identifying and using 
important information. 

Children begin to make connections 
between information across the text and 
include this information in their written 
summaries. 

Clarifying Children use talking about 
books to clarify their 
thinking, ideas and 
feelings. 
Eg linking to their 
own experiences. 

Children discuss new word 
meanings and link them to 
words they already know. 

Children begin to find the meaning 
of new words using the context of 
the sentence. They use pictures to 
help support this skill. 

Children begin to find the meaning of 
new words using substitution within a 
sentence. 

Children find the meaning of new 
words using the context of the 
sentence. They also link new words to 
other words they already know. 

Children ‘read around the word’ and 
explore its meaning in the broader context 
of a section or paragraph. 

 


